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Original Poem by Dr. K.L.Chowdhury

Dole

Here a 'migrant’ stands in a queue
in this blazing afternoon sun
for his monthly allocation-
three hundred and seventy five rupees,
a kilo of sugar, two of wheat,
ten and a half of stale rice,
and a litre of kerosine.

He has gone through fire and hell
to establish his credential
as a bonafide refugee
from the terror-smitten valley,
and every quarter or half yearly
he is directed to produce
evidence and fresh documentation-
affidavits, recent photographs-
to back up his identification.
Yet, invariably,
he has to part with
a chunk of his relief and ration
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as a little gratification
to the greedy officials
in charge of the distribution.

And yonder in that prison
is detained a terrorist,
euphemistically called a militant,
who receives four fifty a month;
milk, mutton and eggs to boot
his daily share of cereal;
menus of his taste to suit;
and an unlimited supply of water;
playground and a prayer-hall,
toiletry, and laundry-
overseen and monitored regularly
by human rights groups
and many a visiting dignitary
from the country and abroad.
And to boost the prisoner's morale
are the many directives from the court
to the administration and the jail
to uphold the mandatory standard
for his convenience and comfort.

Asks his victim, the 'migrant’,
'Why don't | turn a militant,
pick up a gun and surrender,
if only for a better deal
for food, amenities and shelter?
The prison at Kote is a safer haven
than the dungeon at Muthi,
more promise in being a militant
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than a wretched refugee.'
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Original Poem by Dr. K.L.Chowdhury

Paying the debt

My son abroad
wants to be with me
in my final hours,
to ferry me across
the last lap of my journey.

But there is a job crunch in America
since the 9/11 tragedy
and he can avail a limited break,
two weeks or at the most three.
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He will be sought here
to perform that last ceremony
and put to flame my funeral pyre,
a cross that a Hindu son has to bear.

He could be here now
to watch over my dying
but | may hang on much longer
than he can afford,
and beyond the time
of his return journey.

He would rather wait
till | am ripe and ready
but who can tell him
with any degree of certainty
as to when that will be.
He has sounded his boss
that he may have to fly
at a short notice,
but fifteen days
is what he has got,
at the most twenty.

He speaks to me on phone, regularly,
to figure out for himself.
'Papa, when you need me | am ready.
Say yes and | will be there'.
But | change my tone,
from pain to bonhomie,
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and leave him guessing.

| will not let his job in jeopardy
however much, in my death throes,
| would wish him to be with me.
| fear his presence by my side
may give me a fresh lease
and prolong his agony.
Isn't it me
who pushed him to that country?

Oh how | think of him when awake,
how | dream of him in sleep,
how | call his name
when, in delerium, | rant and rave!

Yet, | have the comfort of the thought
that he will make it
and lend his shoulder to my mortal remains,
or gather my ashes while they are yet warm,
or take them in an earthen pot,
for their final immersion in the river,
to flag me off to my final voyage.

That is how he will discharge his debt,
while | am discharging mine now
by dodging his journey to this place
when | need him most.

* A
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